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CURRENT LEGAL PERIODICALS AND BOOK 
REVIEWS. 



The Conveyance of Estates in Fee by Deed, being a 
Statement of the Principles of Law involved in the 
Drafting and Interpretation of Deeds of Conveyance 
and in the Examination of Title to Real Property. 
By James H. Brewster. Pp. v-lxxvii+ 1-607. Indian- 
apolis : The Bobbs-Merrill Company, Publishers, 1904. 
With the continual growth of this country the subject of 
conveyancing is becoming of greater and greater importance, 
not only to the conveyancer, but also to the land-holder and 
land-purchaser. Any book that tends to help render investiga- 
tion of titles more certain is of great value to those who are 
proprietors of real estate in any form. 

The arrangement of the book is simple and natural. The first 
pages are devoted to a discussion of the history and develop- 
ment of conveyancing, the various means employed in the trans- 
fer of real property, following the growth to the time when the 
deed became the instrument most extensively used for con- 
veyance. This point having been reached, the author devotes 
more than half the book to a close and fairly exhaustive study 
of the deed, treating its parts in chapters in the order in which 
they follow each other in the form of instrument that may be 
used in any state, and all other requisites to make the transfer 
of title perfect. The remainder of the volume treats of the 
capacity of parties to convey and to take real property, also 
the investigation and registration of titles. 

In all fairness to the author his apology should be made part 
of the review of his book, " Those most familiar with this im- 
portant part of the law of real property will most readily con- 
ceive the difficulties involved in treating it within the compass 
of a single volume." The book, it must be said, is by no means 
complete. The important consideration of taxation is wholly 
omitted. The statutes given are those generally adopted in 
most jurisdictions but not complete as to any one jurisdiction. 
The practical conveyancer needs a book that will contain all the 
law he must use to enable him to make a deed perfect and all 
that pertains thereto until its final delivery to the grantee, and 
not an exposition of elementary principles. 

We are not attempting to question the author's wisdom in 
having for his object, in giving the world his book, that of 
enabling one to construe instruments which have been drawn 
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up by others unaware of the questions that arise, or are likely 
to arise, in the construction rather than in the proper drawing 
up of the deed, but we fail to see how a general discussion of 
the law appertaining to the problems of real property can do 
this. 

There can be more than one good book treating of the same 
subject, but a duplicate cannot be. It is essential that a new 
book possess some peculiarity of its own, so that, though simi- 
lar to the rest, it should be so different as to stand in a class 
of its own. This we cannot say of the book before us, and 
as there are many books treating the same subject the profession 
is in a position to wait patiently. 

S. G. S. 



Non-Mailable Matter; the Law of Lotteries, Frauds, 
AND Obscenity in the Mails. By John L. Thomas, ex- 
Judge of the Supreme Court of Missouri and ex-Assistant 
Attorney-Gfeneral for the Post-Office Department. Pp. 
358-f-xviii. St. Louis : The F. H. Thomas Law Book Co., 
1903. 

It is remarkable that such a subject as this, questions of 
which have recurrence daily in the work of the Post-Office De- 
partment, has heretofore been wholly ignored by the vast array 
of writers in legal research. The matter is purely statutory, 
and the fact that the law has been largely codified and settled 
by practically recent legislation may in some measure account 
for the lack of treatises, there being no work on the subject, as 
the author asserts, in this or in any other country. 

The question of lotteries is probably the most important of 
the subjects treated and has received considerably more atten- 
tion than the others. A historical sketch of lotteries is fol- 
lowed by the acts of Congress now in force relating to them. 
The essential elements of a lottery, the wager, consideration, 
the prize-element, and the lot, or chance, are fully discussed, 
as are gambling transactions other than lotteries, such as horse- 
racing, games of chance as distinguished from those of skill, 
and many other schemes too numerous to mention, but with 
which we are all familiar. The magnetic healer, bucket-shop 
brokers, C. O. D. medicine men, and similar schemes to defraud 
the public have not escaped the notice of the author, while non- 
mailable matter upon postal cards, wrappers, envelopes, etc., 
not in the nature of frauds or obscenity conclude this chapter. 
Obscene matter in the mails, the administration of the law by 
the Post-Office Department under the acts of Congress govern- 
ing these and subjects akin, and the constitutionality thereof, 
form the closing chapters of this work. 



